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CORE.WEB

CORE.WEB is our own custom developed
CMS framework.

What does that mean, you ask?

Well, in simple terms, it means:

* it is not an out-of-the-box solution
that fits everywhere and solves every
possible problem

* it CAN solve every problem, and CAN fit
everywhere, but only after we feed the
beast some details about the problem
at hand, and give it some super problem
solving skills.

So, as if that didn't confuse you enough,
let's roll out some of CORE.WEB's common
features, regardless of the problems that
need solving:

* scalable and flexible

* image management
* user-friendly
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INTRO

* users & privileges CORE.WEB is our own
* content preview

* content scheduling
* content formatting CMS framework
* template based layout
* no design restrictions
* and more...

custom developed

The above means that no matter which
module, existing or custom developed, we
plug into CORE.WEB framework, it will
inherit all of the above features, plus
probably some additional custom features
that will help you solve your problem more
efficiently.

OK, but | still don't quite

understand all of this...?

Well, it actually means CORE.WEB can do
a lot of things, but its main advantage
(cost AND performance wise) is that it will
be built to suit your specific needs. Nothing
more, and by all means nothing less.
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SCALABLE AND FLEXIBLE MODUL-BASED ARCHITECTURE

CORE.WEB is flexible in a way that
additional features can be added at any
time, either as improvements of existing
modules or as completely new, custom
made modules. New features can be
implemented without the risk of breaking
existing features, because they are all built
on top of the same foundation.
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CORE.WEB's scalability is manifested
through its ability to drive any kind of web
site. Be it a small web site with low traffic,
or a large portal-based site, CORE.WEB
adapts as the site grows (traffic and
content wise).

Web sites built on top of the CORE.WEB
framework can be deployed anywhere -
from shared hosting environments to server
clusters which consist of load balancers,
multiple web and database servers,
redundant storage systems and what not.
Oh, we almost forgot to mention that it's
completely platform independent.

CORE.WEB adapts as
the site grows (traffic
and content wise)

FEATURES
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CENTRALIZED IMAGE & DOCUMENT MANAGEMENT

Centralized image and document
management serves one main purpose:
You upload something once, and you can
then link to it from anywhere, and use it
for an unlimited amount of times, without
ever uploading it again. If you decide to
change or replace that something (an
image, or a document), you only have to
do it once, and the change is automatically
propagated to all instances (it's a fancy
word for every place where you have linked
to that image or document).

In case of images, this centralized solution
serves yet another powerful purpose. For
each uploaded image, the system
automatically creates all the necessary
image variations'. These variations are
created automatically, and the caching
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and create-when-needed mechanisms
ensure that only those variations that don't
yet exist should be created. Once they're
created, they're served instantly, without
the need for recreation (yes, you still have
the ability to reset and delete all the created
variations, in which case they're recreated
according to the parameters stored for
the previous variation definitions).

' Each uploaded image generates a configurable number of configurable
variations. Yes, it's a mouthful, but an example will describe this much
better. Let's say you upload an image of 800x600 pixels. That original
image is stored in the repository, and all of the variations (thumbnail,
larger thumbnail, medium sized, etc.) are then generated from that
original image. The original image is never modified. Each possible variation
is described by its width and height, and whether it should maintain its
aspect ratio or not. In addition to that, each kind of variation can have
certain additional effects applied to it by default, such as: blur, sharpen,
colorize, borders, etc.). In order to complicate things a bit further, we've
developed an online image editor for these variations. Using the editor
you can even define a crop area of the original large picture, and the
system will automatically crop the original image into a variation. This is
actually a nice little cropping tool for each of the variations, which can
be deployed for magnifying portions of a large picture or things like that.

You upload something
once, and you can then
link to it from anywhere,
and use it for an
unlimited amount of
times, without ever
uploading it again

FEATURES
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USER-FRIENDLY CONTENT MANAGEMENT

The main focus of any content mana-
gement system should be on the user of
that system, and on the tasks and problems
the user is solving. Keeping that in mind,
CORE.WEB's most frequently used actions
and features have a prominent place in
the user interface. Since CORE.WEB is in
stable development for several years now,
we've implemented many suggestions and
improvements from real word users using
CORE.WEB daily, and we will continue to
do so. Besides that, some of our clients
hired us to do content maintenance for
them. This means we're using our own
product on a daily basis and any user
interface frustration or problem we
encounter gets fixed immediately.
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For example, searching and filtering the
search results in the administrative interface
automatically offers the options to activate,
deactivate, move, manage, etc. the items
returned for the search. The search facility
itself allows you to fine-grain your search
in many different ways. If you're a power
user, there are even keyboard shortcuts
you can use to speed things up.

Because of our user-centric and cyclic
approach to development, and our mantra
to be able to do exactly what you need,
when you need it, CORE.WEB has been
very well accepted by all of our clients so far.

If they're lying, we're not to be blamed :)

FEATURES

CORE.WEB's most
frequently used actions
and features have a
prominent place in

the user interface.
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USERS & PRIVILEGES SYSTEM

There is no web content management
without the users managing the content.
Go figure ;-)

User authentication system integrated
in the CORE.WEB framework is as strong
as any other system out there. Irreversible
password encryption, SSL encrypted login
to the administration interface (optional),
ability to allow visitor registration (in
this case, the user activation process is
email based, to prevent bogus email
addresses), different privilege levels for
different users, etc.
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All of this is not chiseled in stone, and can
be further customized according to the
client's specific needs and/or requirements.
Existing implementations include: NTLM
or LDAP based authentication for intranet
based applications, integration with other
(third-party) user management systems,
and so on...

High level of the security
and adjustable user
privileges.

FEATURES
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CONTENT PREVIEW

The ability to see what the actual content This feature can be integrated into any Check what your content
you're editing will look like once it is module that requires it, and is integrated
published, but without actually publishing by default into all of our classic "content"
it to the whole wide world? Sounds like modules (articles, content, products, published.
fun, right? Well, it is fun, and it's also galleries, etc.)

crucial by our standards. No content

management should be done without this.

will look like before it's
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CONTENT SCHEDULING

The need for content scheduling is an
absolute must, as is the need for content
staging / preview.

It enables you to plan your strategy way
ahead. Publish content when it becomes
relevant, remove it when it's not relevant
any more, and all that automatically and
in advance.
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Sounds confusing?

Think of a holiday greeting, a product price
change, a press release, an early morning
news announcement... You set its publish
date (and time) in advance and, rest
assured, the content will appear on your
site at the time you specified. No need to
wake up before sunrise or wait until
midnight :-)

Enables you to plan your
strategy way ahead

FEATURES

All rights reserved © web.burza



2@ CORE.WEB

CONTENT FORMATING

Different content formatting options
are available:

* standard text editing - used when
no formatting is expected or needed
* intermediate text editing - user needs
to adopt a simple markup syntax
¢ full-blown WYSIWYG' editing

The process of deciding which content
formatting model will be implemented is
based on what kind of content is expected.
For example, let's say your news item
consists of a title, intro text and content.
Intro text should probably be left as plain
text since several news items (title and
corresponding intro text) are displayed
one below another, and it would be incon-
sistent if different abstracts were formatted
differently (large red text in one, small
brown text in another, and so on). Standard
text editing will probably be used here.
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On the other hand, actual news content
could contain tables, images, bulleted lists
etc. Actually, it probably should and will
contain these. In this case a full-blown
WYSIWYG editor will be used (or an
intermediate editor, in specific cases). The
visual editor allows you to apply different
styles to the text you're editing, to insert
and position any of the linked images,
create and format tables, bulleted list etc.
It looks and feels much like the ever-so-
popular MS Word, so you'll probably feel
right at home. The option of editing the
HTML source directly is available as well,
if you're into that sort of thing.

On site editing is a term we use for direct
editing links which are shown to
administrators on the live site. You don't
need to fire up the administration console
and search for that article. It's sufficient
to find the article you want to edit on your
web site and click the edit link. It stream-
lines the editing process.

Visual editing looks and
feels much like the ever-
so-popular MS Word, so
you'll probably feel right

at home.

T What You See Is What You Get -
a visual editor, displaying content
as it will appear on screen

FEATURES
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TEMPLATE BASED LAYOUT

Templates allow us to separate business
logic (program code) from presentation
(html/css).

Building a system based on templates can
be frustrating at times, and may seem like
overkill, but as your project gets bigger
you soon realize the need for a clear
separation of business logic from the
presentation.
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It may not be of significant importance to
the site's visitors, but it provides a much
cleaner project infrastructure and drastically
decreases the time required to modify the
presentation layer.

Drastically decreases the
time required to modify
the design of your pages.

FEATURES
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NO DESIGN RESTRICTIONS

The CORE.WEB framework imposes no  The presentation layer's independence is CORE.WEB framework

design restrictions whatsoever. achieved through clever use of templates. imposes no design

Whether you're in need of a 2-column, 3- restrictions whatsoever.
column, or any other column-based layout

variation, or if you desire a full flash site,

CORE.WEB can deliver.
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AND MORE...

CORE.WEB's complete list of features
actually reads like Tolstoy's War and Peace.
To keep things short, sweet and to the
point, without spending too much time,
space and bandwidth, we've decided to
list some of the remaining features here:

HUMAN-READABLE, SEARCH-ENGINE-
FRIENDLY URIS & AUTO META-TAGS

Links generated inside the CORE.WEB
framework have a form similar to this:
http(s)://domain/(language)/something/s
omething-else. This increases the URI's
readability and memorability, but it also
greatly improves search engine indexing
(and search engine ranking - as a direct
result of the search engine's ability to index
the entire site).
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Meta tags for the CORE.WEB generated
pages are created automatically from the
actual content of the generated page,
using an algorithm similar to the one
search engines use when scanning web
sites. The option of manually specifying
meta information is available upon request.

GZIPPED OUTPUT

Content generated through CORE.WEB is
transparently compressed before being
sent to the browser, using something called
gzip output buffering. If a browser
doesn't support that feature (but all
modern browsers do), it receives non-
compressed content. The gain of such
compression can be huge, especially for
text-based content.

WEB STANDARDS COMPLIANCE

CORE.WEB generated content strives to
be web standards compliant. If you as a
client have something against that, and
wish for your site to be rendered in quirks
mode, have tons of nested tables for layout
purposes and other generally bad coding
practices - we've learned to live with that
occasionally, but we'll do our best to try
to convince you that it's not a good idea.
Sorry.
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... AND MORE...

XML/ XSLT / XMLRPC / XMLHTTPREQUEST
/ RSS / ATOM / INSERT OTHER FANCY
NEW BUZZWORD HERE

CORE.WEB knows about these. It can use
them if required. We've developed several
custom implementations of fetching,
parsing and/or transforming content from
remote locations. Publishing content to
remote locations, importing and/or
exporting XML based content is no deal
breaker either. We did it in various forms,
using various technologies.

However, we're not pushing the use of all
these by default, since they're not always
needed, some are still being actively
developed and standardized, and often
serve a single specific purpose.
Nonetheless, if you need it, you can have it.
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PRINTER FRIENDLY PAGES

Content published on your site may often
end up being printed. There's no need for
your site's visitors to print screen-specific
content. If they decide to print a page,
they'll print just what they need, without
the superfluous graphics and screen-
specific content, with a clear indication of
where they printed it from, so they can
return for more. It can be achieved with
merely a separate print stylesheet, or
a completely different printing layout
template.

You choose.

INTRANET / EXTRANET / BUSINESS
SOLUTIONS

CORE.WEB is a framework for developing
web applications and web sites. Being
such a cool framework, it can be deployed
in practically any environment. Therefore,
intranets, extranets and other business
solutions can and have already been
developed on top of it. Recent projects
include: a hospital lab results and diagnosis
management application, stock data
archive and analysis, and several intranet
installations for couple of small companies
who use it as their internal content mana-
gement solutions.

OTHER
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MODULES

Modules contain a lot of commonly
requested features related to the problem
they're solving (i.e. articles, product catalog,
photo galleries...). They are great as starting
points in the development process since
they reduce development time and allow
more time to be allocated for specifics and
details. Besides that, CORE.WEB modules
are already tested (usually many times) in
real-life situations, which eliminates most
(if not all) child diseases.
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The most frequently used predeveloped
modules are:

* core.content

* core.articles

* core.products
* core.shop

* core.galleries

* core.polls

* core.keywords
* core.comments
e core.newsletter
* core.search

CORE.WEB modules have
been tested in real-life
situations

MODULES
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CORE.CONTENT

You can build a whole site using only the
core.content module. You'd be tempted
to say: that's cool, but it's gonna be slim
and shaky. But you'd be wrong. It can be
a very complex and feature-rich one.

The key is in the concept we call nested
entities. It's a bit technical, but we think
it's worth explaining. It means that every
content item can be a category (or a
section, if you will) or an article. This allows
for in-depth content structuring with no
limits.

It scales well, and can be integrated with
other modules, such as core.polls,
core.keywords, core.comments and
others...
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You might ask, why would | ever need any
other module if this one solves all my
problems? Well, it depends. core.content
might be the only thing you'll ever need,
but if you're after something really specific
like web shop or newsletter, it's probably
better to choose a specific module, since
it already has a lot of functionality that
you'll need, and you'll save money and
time that would be spent on extending
core.content. It's a judgment call really,
every project is different and needs to be
evaluated. If in doubt, contact us and welll
arrange a presentation for you.

Allows in-depth content
structuring without
limits.

MODULES
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CORE.ARTICLES

core.articles is a multi-purpose thingie.
Its basic problem solving skills are related
to e-zine systems, online magazines which
contain a lot of articles which are catego-
rized in... well, categories. Although
core.articles proved to address that situati-
on well, it grew well past its boundaries.
It can be applied to any situation where an
unlimited number of content items (articles)
needs to be presented to the public.

Articles can be categorized in the way that
each article either belongs to a single
category or to multiple categories. On the
other hand, categorization can be comple-
tely omitted. Simple news system, links
database and frequently asked questions
are all good examples.

If core.comments is used, it is integrated
with core.articles and allows site visitors
to leave their opinions about the articles
they just read. Commenting can be permit-
ted for all users or restricted to registered
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users only - the second variant should prevent
comment spam' and anonymous bravery’.

core.articles is integrated with image
management. That means you can select
any of the images from the repository
when editing the article, or add a new
image to the repository. Images that are
linked to the article can be placed within
the article's content using a visual editor.

core.articles is also integrated with content
preview allowing users to see what will
the article look like on the live site, even
before it is published.

If core.keywords is used, all info about
the article's keywords can be edited while
editing the article itself. As the keywords
are being typed, a list of related content
is automatically refreshed, giving the user
an overview of what kind of content will
be shown alongside the article you're
currently editing.

1

~

MODULES

Suitable for e-zines,
news, links database,
frequently asked
questions...

Comment spamming is very
popular these days. It is similar
(in some cases even worse) to
email spam. Various marketeers
tend to post automated
comments with links to their
product sites, hoping to gain a
higher page rank in search engine
calculations. Much like parasites,
they simply feed from your hard
earned content and page rank.

Visitors tend to be very brave and
explicit in their statements when
their identity is not revealed to
other users.
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CORE.PRODUCTS

Much like the core.articles, core.products
can contain an unlimited number of
content items (products in this case) which
can (but don't have to) be organized into
categories. Although similar to the articles
thingie, it has a number of specifics that
are related only to products, such as:
product's price, discount information, data
required for shipping calculations (packa-
ging, weight), stock status, to name just
a few.
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A common thing these days is to extend
this with some kind of payment processing
or external payment gateways (hint:
core.shop), since you could very well be
selling those same products you've decided
to showcase on your site.

And btw. - economics analysts swear online
sales should be rocketing in the next couple
of years ;-)

Showcase your complete
product line.

MODULES
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CORE.SHOP

Core.shop is, you guessed it, a shopping
module. It is developed with core.products
in mind, but doesn't necessarily have to
be integrated with it. It consists of a
common shopping basket (the basket itself
has two variants, a session based basket,
and a database based basket, so returning
visitors can quickly continue shopping
once they have the necessary funds), and
an order processing mechanism. The
ordering process is simple: review the cart
contents, checkout, enter billing and
shipping details, enter the payment
information and receive confirmation of
a successfully completed order (via email
and a message on the site).
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It can be integrated with our users module,
which improves the overall shopping
experience for registered users by
remembering their personal information,
allowing them to track their orders' status
and so on. In both cases, unregistered
users are also allowed to shop, however
they lack these additional features, and
will have to re-enter all their details each
time they decide to buy something.

Core.shop can be integrated with most
(if not all) of the popular external payment
gateways that specialize in credit card
processing and transaction authorization.

User-oriented on-line
shopping and order
management.

MODULES
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CORE.GALLERIES

As we already said, galleries could very core.galleries is linked to the image
well be handled with core.content or management system by default, and can
core.articles, but it's often more conve- be easily integrated with core.comments
nient to implement them as a standalone or core.keywords.

module. This results in greater creative

freedom and the ability to place the images

right in the center of action, without mixing

them with other general content.
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CORE.POLLS

You know what this is, right?

Everyone seems to have a poll on their site
these days, so ask yourself if you really
need it.

What? We're actually suggesting you NOT
to buy something we have? Well, yes and
no. Polls are great when your site has a
steady user base, and you're able to
produce interesting questions. In that case
you'll definitely benefit from polls. If that
is not (yet) the case, they might do more
harm than good. Imagine a poll that's
sticking on your site for 2 months and it
says: 17 people have voted so far...

Get the picture?
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core.polls allows you to manage all the
aspects of an unlimited number of polls;
create new polls, add or remove the poll's
choices, allow or disallow voting, disable
multiple votes based on the combination
of IP address, cookie information and a
couple of other tricks. Visitors can cast
their votes, review current poll results and
browse the archive of previous polls.

There is also an advanced version of
core.polls which allows you to create
multiquestion polls and to gather a larger
set of information from every user. This
variant can be used for other purposes
such as sweepstakes, or larger user surveys.
In this case, the visitors answer the
guestions one by one, and enter personal
details at the end. You can then select
random winner(s) from the pool of visitors
that completed the poll.

Manage all aspects
of an unlimited
number of polls.

MODULES
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CORE.KEYWORDS

core.keywords is the youngest member
of our modules crew. It was developed
with one main goal in mind: to simplify
cross-linking of matching content.

The classic way we achieved this in the
past was to specifically select related
content for each and every article. This
turned out to be inefficient and cumber-
some in some cases, particularly when a
large amount of content is involved.
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With core.keywords we took a different
approach. Now, when editing the content,
you're thinking in terms of keywords that
describe it. As the keywords are being
typed, a list of related content is automa-
tically refreshed, giving the user an
overview of what kind of content will be
shown alongside the article you're currently
editing.

It's not a standalone module (for obvious
reasons), but can be easily integrated with
core.articles, core.content, core.pro-
ducts, core.galleries, core.polls.

Old-fashioned direct content linking is still
available when needed.

Easily connect similar
content (cross-linking).

MODULES
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CORE.COMMENTS

Although particularly interesting for
community sites, core.comments can be
used anywhere to get the user feedback
on the content you published or to start
a discussion.

Comments are usually displayed below the
articles' content, alongside with a comment
submission form which allows the visitors
to input their thoughts and feedback. You
can allow anonymous comments to be
posted, or you can allow commenting to
registered users only (read more on this
under core.articles section).
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Comments can be additionally enabled or
disabled on a per-article basis.

Much like core.keywords, it's not a
standalone module but integrates seam-
lessly with any of the content modules.

Allow the visitors to
input their thoughts
and feedback.

MODULES
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CORE.NEWSLETTER

Returning visitors are a very valuable asset.
One way to create them (or to keep the
existing ones) is to periodically send them
relevant information about your business.
core.newsletter allows your visitors to
subscribe, allows you to manage the
subscribers and, of course, to send out
the newsletters.

The basic newsletter system allows you to
have one newsletter category and to send
plain-text newsletters only. Some clients
thought that's all they need, hence the
stripped down version.
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There is also a more advanced system
available which supports both HTML and
plain-text newsletters (subscribers choose
which version they'd like to receive),
multiple newsletter categories, sending
previews, opt-in signups, user profiles and
much, much more...

Keep your visitors
informed.

MODULES
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CORE.SEARCH

We're sure you know how this one works.
Visitors enter the keywords which describe
what they're looking for, and get a list of
matching results. Matching results (articles,
galleries, files, misc. other thingies) are
displayed on screen based on their
relevancy to the entered keywords. Best
matches are displayed first. As a bonus,
the keywords are highlighted within the
listing of results, because it helps the user
to find what he's looking for more quickly.

CORE.WEB is a product of web.burza

Do you need it? It depends.

Obviously, if you have a site with 7 1/2
pages, you don't need the search facility.
However, because content is king, your
site will probably grow over time. When
that happens, core.search seamlessly plugs
into the existing site, integrating with any
of the existing modules and... well, does
its job and does it well.

MODULES
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SCREENSHOTS

Image is worth a thousand words - take
a look at several screenshots presenting
some of CORE.WEB's features you'll
probably end up using on a daily basis ;-)
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